


 

• Exodus 4:21  The LORD said to Moses, 
"When you go back to Egypt see that you 
perform before Pharaoh all the wonders 
which I have put in your power; but I will 
harden his heart so that he will not let the 
people go. 



 

God’s Desire
1. God wants all men to be saved

– 1 Tim 2:4
– 2 Peter 3:9
– Ezekiel 18:23, 32

1 Timothy 2:3-4  This is 
good and acceptable in 

the sight of God our 
Savior,  who desires all 
men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge 

of the truth. 

2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is 
not slow about His 
promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing 
for any to perish but for 
all to come to 
repentance

Ezekiel 18:23  "Do I have any 
pleasure in the death of the 
wicked," declares the Lord GOD, 
"rather than that he should turn 
from his ways and live? 
Ezekiel 18:32  "For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone 
who dies," declares the Lord GOD. 
"Therefore, repent and live." 



 

God’s Desire
1. Limited What?

– Limited Atonement – that Jesus only died for 
the elect?

– Jesus died for all that all might have the 
opportunity

John 3:16  For God 
so loved the world, 
that He gave His 
only begotten Son, 
that whoever 
believes in Him 
shall not perish, but 
have eternal life. 

1 John 2:2  and He 
Himself is the 
propitiation for our 
sins; and not for ours 
only, but also for 
those of the whole 
world. 



 

God’s Choice
1. God is sovereign!
2. What is sovereignty?

Psalm 103:19  
The LORD has 
established His 
throne in the 
heavens, And 
His sovereignty 
rules over all. 

1. supreme power or authority.
2. the authority of a state to govern itself or 
another state: national sovereignty.
3. a self-governing state.



 

God’s Choice
1. Does this mean that God can do 

whatever He wants?
– Answer: NO (Uh, Yes – could you reword 

that please?) 2 Tim 2:13
– Hebrews 6:18

Hebrews 6:18  so that by 
two unchangeable things 
in which it is impossible for 
God to lie, we who have 
taken refuge would have 
strong encouragement to 
take hold of the hope set 
before us. 

2 Timothy 2:13 If we 
are unfaithful he 
remains faithful, for 
he cannot deny 
himself.



 

God’s Choice
1) What has He in His sovereignty chosen 

to do?
– To give man choice / will

• Joshua 24:15
• Luke 13:34

– To the point that man can reject God
• Luke 7:30

Joshua 24:15  "If it is 
disagreeable in your sight to 
serve the LORD, choose for 
yourselves today whom you 
will serve: whether the gods 
which your fathers served 
which were beyond the River, 
or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you are living; but 
as for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD." 

Luke 13:34  "O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills 
the prophets and stones 
those sent to her! How often 
I wanted to gather your 
children together, just as a 
hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you 
would not have it! 

Luke 7:30  But 
the Pharisees 
and the lawyers 
rejected God's 
purpose for 
themselves, not 
having been 
baptized by John. 



 

God’s Ability
1. What is the heart?

– It is the place of values, desires, affections
• Matthew 6:21; Gen 6:5; 

– It is the place of direction for life
• Proverbs 4:23

2. He can turn hearts.
– Proverbs 21:1
– Pharaoh, Tiglath-Pileser, Cyrus, Artaxerxes

Proverbs 21:1 
 The king's 
heart is like 
channels of 
water in the 
hand of the 
LORD; He 
turns it 
wherever He 
wishes. 

Proverbs 4:23  
Watch over your 
heart with all 
diligence, For 
from it flow the 
springs of life. 



 

God’s Judgment
• What is this Judgment?
• It is a judgment of letting you go your own 

way - sometimes of speeding you on your 
way. Romans 1:24

Romans 1:18-24   For the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men who 
suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness,… 24 Therefore 
God gave them over in the lusts 
of their hearts to impurity, so that 
their bodies would be dishonored 
among them. 



 

God’s Judgment
1. There are times when judgment comes before 

death
2. It comes with less light

– Capernaum - Matthew 11:23
3. It come with hardness of heart

– What is this? A strengthening of your “mindset” so 
as not to be persuaded by other views

– Bad: Pharaoh - Exodus 4:21
– Good: David – 1 Samuel 30:6

Matthew 11:23-25   "And you, Capernaum, 
will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You 
will descend to Hades; for if the miracles 
had occurred in Sodom which occurred in 
you, it would have remained to this day. 
"Nevertheless I say to you that it will be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the 
day of judgment, than for you." At that time 
Jesus said, "I praise You, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that You have hidden 
these things from the wise and intelligent 
and have revealed them to infants. 

1 Samuel 30:6  
Moreover David was 
greatly distressed 
because the people 
spoke of stoning him, 
for all the people were 
embittered, each one 
because of his sons 
and his daughters. But 
David strengthened 
himself in the LORD 
his God. 

John 12:39-40  39 For this 
reason they could not 
believe, for Isaiah said 
again,  40 "HE HAS 
BLINDED THEIR EYES 
AND HE HARDENED 
THEIR HEART, SO THAT 
THEY WOULD NOT SEE 
WITH THEIR EYES AND 
PERCEIVE WITH THEIR 
HEART, AND BE 
CONVERTED AND I HEAL 
THEM." 



 

God’s Judgment
• For more light

– Purity of heart – Matt 
5:8

– Repentant – 2 Chron 
30:19-20

– Humble – James 4:6

• For more darkness
– Wickedness – Deut 

9:4
– Godless – Job 36:13
– Follow impulses of 

heart – Eccl 11:9
– Stubbornness, 

Unrepentant Roms 2:5
– Pride – James 4:6



 

God’s Judgment on Pharaoh
1. 16x in Exodus talks of hardening of 

Pharaoh’s heart
– 3x God explaining, 4x passive, 3x Pharaoh, 

6x God (the 5 last times)
2. If Pharaoh is going to go, God is going to 

have him go with a bang!
3. God did it to increase the light. Romans 

9

Romans 9:17 cf. Exodus 
9:16 For the Scripture 
says to Pharaoh, "FOR 
THIS VERY PURPOSE I 
RAISED YOU UP, TO 
DEMONSTRATE MY 
POWER IN YOU, AND 
THAT MY NAME MIGHT 
BE PROCLAIMED 
THROUGHOUT THE 
WHOLE EARTH." 

Romans 9:23-24  And He 
did so to make known the 
riches of His glory upon 
vessels of mercy, which He 
prepared beforehand for 
glory,  24 even us, whom He 
also called, not from among 
Jews only, but also from 
among Gentiles. 



 

Based on Covenant
• Example of David - Psalm 89:34-37
• Example of Israel – Isaiah 43:3-4
• Example of the Church – Romans 8:28-29



 

Therefore…
• Watch over your own heart Proverbs 4:23

• Ask God to create in you a clean heart 
Psalm 51:10

• Become part of His covenant. John 1:12


